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JOHIT  V.  35. 

HE  WAS  A  BURNING  AND  A  SHINING  LIGHT. 

That  was  a  dark  period,  which  elapsed  between  the  close  of 
ancient  prophesy  and  the  ministry  of  John  Baptist.  It  is  said  to 
be  darkest  just  before  the  day  breaks.  John's  ministry  was  the 
dawning  of  a  new  and  glorious  day.  As  the  natural  Sun,  before 
he  is  actually  risen  upon  the  earth  in  his  glory,  gilds  the  east  with 
his  glimmering  beams,  and  thus  gives  notice  of  his  approach, 
spreads  his  golden  beauties  on  the  western  hills  and  forests,  and 
chases  away  the  shades  of  night  ;  so  the  Sun  of  Righteousness, 
before  he  rose  upon  the  world  by  his  public  ministry,  was  pleased 
to  announce  his  approach,  by  John  Baptist,  and  to  honor  him  as 
the  medium  of  reflecting  some  of  his  cheering  rays  upon  that 
dark  and  benighted  generation. 

John  was,  indeed,  a  man  of  pre-eminent  character.  The 
spirit  of  ancient  prophesy  had  described  him  as  The  voice  of  one 
crying  in  the  wilderness^  Prepare  ye  the  way  of  tJie  Lord^  make  his 
paths  straight.  Isaiah  xl.  3.  As  the  messenger  of  the  Lord,  sent 
to  prepare  the  way  before  him.    Mai.  iii.  1. 

And  when  the  time  drew  near  for  the  harbinger  of  Messiah  to 
make  his  appearance,  Gabriel  came  down  from  heaven,  and 
stood  on  the  right  side  of  the  altar  of  incense,  while  Zacharias 
exercised  the  priest's  office  in  the  temple  before  God,  in  the  or- 
der of  his  course.  For  he  was  of  the  course  of  Ahia^  and  his  wife 
was  of  the  daughters  of  Aaron^  and  her  name  loas  Elizabeth^  and  they 
were  both  righteous  before  God,  icalking  in  all  the  commandments 
and  ordinances  of  the  Lord,  blameless.  And  they  had  no  child.  And 
the  angel  said  to  Zacharias,   Thy  wife  Elizabeth  shall  bear  thee  a  soUy 


and  thou  shall  call  his  name  John.  And  thou  shalt  have  joy  and  glad^ 
ness,  and  many  shall  rejoice  at  his  birth.  For  he  shall  be  great  in  the 
sight  of  the  Lord^  and  shall  drink  neither  wine  nor  strong  drink  ;  and 
he  shall  be  Jill  d  with  the  Holy  Ghosts  even  from  his  mother'' s  womb. 
And  many  of  the  children  of  Israel  shall  he  turn  to  the  Lord  their 
God,  And  he  shall  go  before  him  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  EliaSj 
to  turn  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  to  the  children^  and  the  disobedient  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  just  ;  to  make  ready  a  people  prepared  for  the 
Lord.     Luke  i. 

All  this  took  place  according  to  the  word  of  God,  by  the  angel 
Gabriel.  And  when  John  had  completed  his  public  ministry,  and 
was  cast  into  prison,  our  Lord  took  occasion  to  bear  witness  to 
the  excellence  of  his  character,  the  honor  of  his  office,  and  the 
wisdom  and  holiness  with  which  he  conducted  his  ministry.  He 
declared  him  much  more  than  a  prophet. 

John  was  more  than  a  prophet,  in  that  he  was  raised  up,  and 
honored  to  go  before  Messiah,  to  announce  his  advent,*  to  see  his 
person,  to  introduce  him  into  his  office,  as  the  great  antitype  of 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  and  publicly  to  point  him  out  as  the  Son, 
and  as  the  Lamb  of  God^  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world. 
Yet,  our  blessed  Saviour  was  pleased  to  add,  But  he  that  is  least 
in  the  kingdom  of  God^  is  greater  than  he.  Luke  vii.  28.  Those 
who  live  under  the  gospel  dispensation  are  favored  with  clearer 
light  and  greater  advantages  than  John  possessed,  the  primitive 
ministers  of  the  gospel  were  endowed  with  miraculous  powers, 
and  while  John  had  the  privilege  to  point  out  the  Lamb  of  God, 
to  be  sacrificed  for  sinners,  the  ordinary  ministers  of  Christ  have 
the  privilege  to  set  forth,  before  the  eyes  of  their  fellow  men, 
the  Lamb  of  God,  as  having  been  actually  crucified  and  slain  for 
them,  as  having  risen  again  from  the  dead,  and  ascended  on  high, 
where,  behold,  he  liveth  forevermore  ;  and  whence  he  will  ap- 
pear the  second  time  in  all  the  glory  of  Supreme  Judge. 

But,  in  what  respects  soever  an  ordinary  minister  of  the  gos- 
pel is  greater  than  John  Baptist,  still,  according  to  our  Lord's 
testimony,  He  was  a  burning  and  shining  light.     His  heart  glowed 

*  It  was  the  custom  in  the  East,  when  a  prince  was  about  to  entej-  a  Province,  or 
city,  for  him  to  send  a  herald  before,  him,  t®  make  formal  proclamation  of  his  approach. 


mih  love,  and  his  ministry  shone  with  a  pure,  evangelical  and 
amiable  lustre. 

Aside  from  the  peculiarities  of  John's  character  and  ministry, 
he  exhibits  an  example  worthy,  in  many  respects,  of  the  imita- 
tion of  every  minister  of  Jesus  Christ. 

1.  John  Baptist  loved  not  the  world,  nor  the  things  of  the 
world.  He  had  no  thirst  for  worldly  fame.  When  a  child,  he 
grew  and  waxed  strong  in  Spirit,  He  sought  not  to  be  great,  or 
to  be  esteemed  a  man  of  talents  by  his  fellow  men  ;  but  it  was 
predicted  of  him  by  the  angel,  that  he  should  be,  and  he  actually 
was,  great  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  He  spent  his  private  life  in 
the  less  populous  parts  of  Judea,  having  his  raiment  of  cameVs 
hair^  and  a  leathern  girdle  about  his  loins^  and  his  meat  was  locusts 
and  wld  honey.  Matt.  iii.  4.  The  pleasures  and  riches,  the 
splendid  circles,  and  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  all  the 
glory  of  them,  had  no  charms  for  his  devout  and  heavenly  mind. 
He  was  mortified  and  dead  to  the  world,  and  spiritually  minded 
to  an  eminent  degree.  In  this  respect  his  example  is  worthy  of 
imitation.  But  here,  let  me  suggest  a  caution  to  the  devoted 
servant  of  God.  Under  the  arduous  labors  and  awful  responsibili- 
ties of  the  sacred  office,  he  may  be  tempted  to  look  down  with 
indifference  upon  the  relations,  and  to  neglect  the  duties  of  the 
domestic  circle.  This  is  a  temptation,  which  the  wisdom  of  the 
serpent  united  with  the  innocence  of  the  dove,  will  lead  him  stead- 
fastly to  resist.  The  ministers  of  Jesus  are  not  excluded  by  their 
profession  from  the  duty  and  the  privilege  of  sustaining  the  most 
interesting  telations  of  the  social  state.  The  obligations  thence 
resulting  are  not  dissolved  by  the  higher  obligations  of  the  sacred 
office.  The  endearing  relations  of  husband,  father,  son  and  broth- 
er, a  minister  of  the  gospel  may  sustain,  and  if  he  sustain  them, 
he  ought  to  feel  the  tender  solicitudes,  which  these  relations  nat- 
urally create.  He  may  not  make  a  cloak  of  the  sacredness  of 
his  office  to  cover  a  want  of  natural  affection,  or  a  neglect  of  social 
duties. 

If  any  provide  not  for  his  own,  especially^  for  those  of  his  own  house, 
he  has  denied  the  faith,  and  is  worse  than  an  infidel.  I.  Tim.  v.  8. 
Our  blessed  Lord  gave  to  his  ministers  a  lovely  example  of  sa- 
cred regard  to  family  connections  ;  when,  amidst  the  agonies  of 
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death,  casting  his  eye,  beaming  with  divine  benignity,  upon  his 
honored  mother,  weeping  by  his  cross,  he  affectionately  commit- 
ted her  to  the  future  care  of  the  beloved  disciple.  "  But  what 
shall  a  minister  do,  if  domestic  affairs  and  official  duty  both  call 
for  his  attention  at  once  ?"  Let  him  attend  to  his  official  duty, 
turning  a  deaf  ear  to  every  call,  which  interferes  with  the  high 
and  holy  duties  of  his  sacred  office.  Yes,  let  his  garden  wither, 
his  field  lie  waste,  himself  and  wife  be  poorly  clad,  and  his  chil- 
dren want  bread,  rather  than  neglect  the  souls  committed  to 
his  charge.  But  let  him  take  such  seasonable  care,  and  make 
such  ample  provision  for  his  family,  that  his  secular  business 
and  official  duties  shall  never  again  both  call  at  once.  I  am 
aware,  that  a  christian  pastor  must  be  blest  with  a  very  kind, 
attentive  and  generous  people  ;  and  that  he  must  manage  his 
private  concerns  with  great  discretion,  in  order  to  have  them 
never  interfere  with  his  professional  duties. 

But,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  the  holy  and  heavenly  spirit, 
which  every  minister  of  Christ  ought  to  possess  in  a  high  degree, 
does  not  necessarily  lead  to  negligence  in  respect  of  tne  relations 
and  duties  of  the  social  state.  But  it  will  make  its  possessor 
careful  to  discharge  the  duties  of  private  life,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  wdll  preserve  him  from  loving  the  pleasures,  riches  and 
honors  of  the  world  ;  and  make  him  an  example  of  the  believers,  in 
word,  in  conversation,  in  charity,  in  spirit,  in  faith,  in  purity, 
I.  Tim.  iv.  12  ;  and  in  all  things,  a  pattern  of  good  works,  Titus 
ii.  7  ;  will  make  him  a  burning  and  a  shining  light,  both  in  all 
the  private  relations  he  sustains,  and  in  the  ministry  of  reconcilia- 
tion which  is  given  unto  him, 

2.  John  took  great  pains  to  honor  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  He 
bore  witness  of  him,  as  the  true  light,  as  being  the  fountain  of 
life,  as  well  as  light  ;  and  as  being  before  him  But  John  was  six 
months  older  than  Jesus,  as  man.  John^s  declaration,  therefore, 
of  Jesus,  for  he  was  before  me,  is  an  acknow^ledgment  of  our 
Lord's  pre-existence,  as  God. 

John  frankly  confessed  his  own  unworthiness  to  perform  for  Christ 
the  lowest  service.  He  acknowledged  his  need  of  being  baptized 
by  Jesus,  and  objected  to  administering  this  ordinance  to  him,  on 
account  of  his   own  inferiority  to  Jesus.     John  pointed  out  the 


Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Lamb  and  the  Son  of  God,  possessing 
everlasting  life  ;  as  the  bridegroom^  himself  t lie  friend  of  the  bridC' 
groom^  rejoicing  to  hear  the  hridcgroom''s  voice.  John  iii.  29.  He 
acknowledged  Christ  to  be  from  above,  and  above  all.  31.  He 
commenced  his  public  ministry,  by  calling  the  attention  of  the 
people  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  as  being  just  at  hand.  That  is, 
the  gospel  dispensation,  or  the  evangelical  reign  of  Messiah. 
Matt.  iii.  2 

In  a  word,  my  hearers,  John  made  the  personal  dignity  and  the 
glorious  reign  of  Christ  the  principal  theme  of  his  ministry.  In 
this  John  Baptist  was  not  singular.  To  Jesus  the  Old  Testament 
looked  forward  as  the  substance  of  all  its  shadows.  To  him, 
Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful  and  the  friend  of  God,  look- 
ed forward  with  joy.  By  the  eye  of  faith  lie  discovered  his  day,  and 
was  glad.  Jesus,  with  the  seraphic  Isaiah,  is  The  mighty  God 
and  The  everlasting  Father,  as  well  as  the  child  born,  and  the  son 
given.  The  Apostles  made  their  crucified  and  risen  Lord  the 
grand  theme  of  their  preaching,  their  history,  and  their  inimita- 
ble letters. 

With  John,  the  beloved  disciple,  Jesus  was  God,  the  true  God, 
and  eternal  life.  John  i.  1,  I.  Epis.  v.  20.  With  Peter,  the  only 
name  oiven  under  heaven  among  men,  whereby  ice  must  be  saved. 
Acts  iv.  12.  With  St.  Paul,  over  all  God  blessed  forever.  Rom. 
ix.  5c'  God  manifest  in  the  flesh.  I.  Tim.  iii.  16.  And  it  was 
the  settled  determination  of  this  Apostle,  not  to  know  any  thing 
among  those  with  whom  he  labored,  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him 
crucified.  I.  Cor.  ii.  2.  Indeed,  my  hearers,  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  the  christian  ministry,  of  the  book  of 
God,  of  the  whole  grand  scheme  of  reconciliation  and  peace  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth.  The  true  minister  of  Jesus  will,  of 
course,  make  his  adorable  Master  the  principal  theme  of  his 
ministrations.  The  infinite  dignity  of  his  person,  as  God,  man, 
mediator,  the  riches  of  his  love,  the  depths  of  his  suflferings,  and 
the  giory  of  his  kingdom,  should  fill  our  admiring  and  grate- 
ful thoughts,  and  habitually  employ  our  tongues  and  our  pens. 
We  should  honor  the  Son  even  as  we  honor  the  Father,  John 
V.  23. 


I  would  not  be  fond  of  disputing  about  the  character  of  our 
blessed  Lord*  Where  his  word  and  works  are  not  received  as 
satisfactory  testimonials  of  his  underived  and  eternal  divinity, 
we  may  safely  leave  him  to  vindicate  in  person  another  day,  his 
own  lovely  character  frcm  the  injuries  and  insults  now  offered  to 
it  by  vast  multitudes  in  this  ungrateful  world. 

I  feel  perfectly  satisfied,  that  our  Saviour's  real  deity  and 
atonement  are  as  clearly  revealed  on  the  sacred  page,  as  his  hum- 
ble birth,  his  spotless  and  beneficent  life,  his  ignominious  death, 
his  triumphant  resurrection,  or  his  glorious  ascension.  If  he  was 
made  under  the  law,  and  born  of  the  virgin  Mary,  and  had  a  man- 
ger for  his  cradle,  he  certainly  had  a  human  body  ;  and  in  that 
body  there  was  a  human  soul,  or  he  could  not  have  increased  in 
wisdom,  as  the  Evangelist  says  of  him,  that  he  did.  If  he  crea- 
ted the  world,  healed  the  sick,  and  raised  the  dead,  he  was  really 
divine  as  well  as  human.  In  him  dwelt  eternal  power  and  God- 
head. When  I  see  this  innocent  sufferer  sweating  blood  in  the 
garden,  and  hear  him  crying  on  the  cross,  My  God^  my  God,  why 
hast  thou  forsaken  me  9  I  cannot  doubt  but  that  the  iniquities  of  a 
sinking  world  were  laid  on  him  ;  that  his  sufferings  were  really 
vicarious,  and  lay  the  only  foundation  of  human  hope. 

"  Oh  !  the  sweet  wonders  of  that  cross. 

Where  God,  the  Saviour,  lov'd  and  dy'd  ! 
Her  noblest  life  ray  spirit  draws, 

From  his  dear  wounds  and  bleeding  side." 

3.  John  called  the  people  to  immediate  repentance.  In  those 
days  came  John  Baptist  in  the  wilderness  of  Judea,  and  sayings  Re- 
pent 1/e,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.     Matt.  iii.  1 ,  2, 

This  example  of  John  is  sanctioned  by  our  Lord  himself,  who, 
not  only  commenced  his  own  public  ministry  by  preaching  the 
same  doctrine.  Repent  ye^  said  he,  and  believe  the  gospel^  Mark 
i.  15  ;  but  he  instructed  his  Apostles,  and  sent  them  forth  to 
preach,  that  men  should  repent,  Mark  vi.  12.  And  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost,  when  three  thousand  at  once  were  pricked  in  their 
heart,  and  said  unto  Peter,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  Apostles,  Men  and 
hrethren,  what  shall  we  do  ?   Then  Peter  said  unto  them,  Repent  and 

*  This  momentous  controversy  I  cheerfully  leave  to  those  able  pens,  whose  excel- 
lent works  in  support  of  our  Saviour's  dh^inity,  have  so  much  enriched  the  church. 
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he  baptized  every  one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christy  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins.     Acts  ii.  37,  38. 

Paul,  standing  amidst  Mars'  hill,  and  addressing  to  the  "  self- 
wise  and  self-admiring"  Athenians  a  most  convincing  and  eloquent 
discourse,  proclaimed,  that  God  now  commandetk  all  men  every 
where  to  repent^  because  he  hath  appointed  a  day  in  the  which  he  will 
judge  the  world  in  righteousness  by  that  man,  whom  he  hath  ordain- 
ed, whereof  he  hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  raised 
him  from  the  dead      Acts  xvii.  30,  31. 

Now,  it  is  perfectly  clear,  not  only  from  these  examples,  but 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  that  the  preaching  of  repen- 
tance is  a  prominent  feature  in  the  ministry  of  reconciliation. — 
All  men  are  sinners  ;  sinners  before  God  exceedingly.  Re- 
pentence,  therefore,  fs  the  immediate,  indispensable  duty  of  all 
men.  To  the  immediate  exercise  of  this  duty,  they  are  summon- 
ed, by  the  ancient  prophets,  by  John  Baptist,  by  our  Lord  him- 
self, and  by  his  Apostles.  And  every  minister  of  Christ  must, 
both  in  the  sanctuary,  and  from  house  to  house,  call  his  hearers 
to  immediate  repentance.  They  must  not,  they  cannot  be  ex- 
cused. No  amiableness  of  natural  temper,  no  fairness  of  moral 
character,  no  plea  of  inability,  no  present  resolutions  to  repent 
hereafter,  can  be  admitted  in  excuse  for  delay.  God  commandetk 
all  men  now  every  where  to  repent.  And  shall  we  give  the  least 
countenance  to  disobedience  to  the  high  command  of  the  ever- 
lasting God  ?  Besides,  if  you  delay  the  work  of  repentance,  it 
may  be  forever  too  late.  Yes,  if  you  do  not  repent  now,  you  may 
the  next  moment  be  in  that  world  where  there  is  no  penitence 
felt,  nor  pardon  found.  And  remember,  when  we  call  you  to 
repentance,  we  do  not  call  you  to  a  mere  temporary  passion,  to 
a  few  tears,  a  little  regret,  that  your  sins  have  exposed  you  to 
much  trouble  in  this  world,  and  endless  misery  in  the  next.  No, 
my  hearers,  true  repentance  is  not  merely  a  sorrow  in  view  of 
the  natural  evils  connected  with  sin,  both  in  this  world  and  that 
which  is  to  come  ;  such  a  sorrow  had  Pharaoh,  Saul  and  Judas, 
the  sorrow  of  the  loorld  worketh  death,  II.  Cor.  yii.  10  ;  but  evan- 
gelical repentance  implies  a  radical  change  of  moral  character. 
In  calling  you  to  repentance,  therefore,  we  call  you  to  put  off^ 
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concerning  the  former  conversation,  the  old  man,  which  is  corrtipfy 
according  to  the  deceitful  lusts ;  to  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  your 
mind ;  and  to  put  on  the  neio  man,  which  after  God,  is  created  in 
righteousness  and  true  holiness.  Eph.  iv.  22,  23,  24.  After  the 
example  of  John  Baptist,  we  insist  upon  your  bringing  forth  fruits 
meet  for  repentance,  as  the  only  satisfactory  evidence  that  your 
repentance  is  of  the  right  kind.  Wash  you,  make  you  clean  ;  put 
away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes  ;  cease  to  do  evil  ; 
learn  to  do  well.  Isaiah  i.  16,  17.  Repent,  and  turn  yourselves 
from  all  your  transgressions,  so  that  iniquity  stiall  not  be  your  rum. 
Cast  away  from  you  all  your  transgressions,  whereby  you  have  trans- 
gressed, and  make  you  a  new  heart  and  a  neio  spirit,  for  why  will 
ye  die,   O  house  of  Israel  ?  Ezekiel  xviii.  30,  31. 

Without  this  new  and  penitent  temper,  this  godly  sorrow,  you 
cannot  embrace  the  Saviour,  nor  be  pardoned  through  his  blood. 
Without  this  temper,  you  cannot  be  admitted  to  heaven  ;  and 
if  you  could  be  admitted  to  that  bright  world,  without  a  penitent 
heart,  you  could  not  join  with  those,  who  have  been  washed  from 
their  sins  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  ;  but  even  in  the  presence  of 
God,  where,  for  penitents,  there  is  fulness  of  joy,  you  would  be 
miserable.  Except  ye  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish,  Luke 
xiii.  3. 

On  this  great  doctrine  the  true  minister  of  Christ  will  find  his 
heart  burning  with  love  for  immortal  souls,  and  will  endeavor 
that  his  ministrations  shine  with  a  clear  and  steady  light.  He 
w^iil  not  only  hold  forth  the  nature  and  necessity,  but  the  Author 
of  repentance.  The  Author  of  all  true  repentance  in  men,  is 
God,  the  Holy  Ghost.  This,  John  seems  to  have  advanced, 
where  he  says  of  Christ,  He  shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Matt,  iii  11. 

4.  John  faithfully  inculcated  family  religion.  It  was  prophe- 
sied of  him,  that  he  should  turn  the  heart  of  the  fathers  to  the  chil- 
dren, and  the  heart  of  the  children  to  their  fathers*  Mai.  iv.  6.  In 
fulfilling  this  prophesy,  John,  no  doubt,  called  the  attention  of 
heads  of  families  to  the  solemn  obligations  of  that  gracious  cove- 
nant, which  God  was  pleased  to  establish  with  parents,  and 
through  them  with  their  seed  ;  and  which,  throughout  the  ancient 


11 

scriptures,  is  made  the  ground  of  parental  instruction,  and  prayer 
and  hope.  On  the  ground  of  this  covenant,  God  engages  to  pour 
his  spirit  upon  the  seed  of  his  people,  and  thus  to  bring  them  to 
recognize  their  covenant  relation,  and  to  subscribe  with  their  own 
hand  unto  the  Lord.  He  further  engages,  as  we  learn  from  an- 
cient prophesy,  that  the  children  of  his  people,  under  the  gospel 
dispensation,  should  be  as  aforetime,  or,  sustain  the  same  relation 
to  the  church,  as  anciently,  they  did.  Accordingly,  our  blessed 
Lord  acknowledges  the  children  of  his  people  to  be  members  of 
his  kingdom.  For  of  such^  saith  he,  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven^ 
Matt  xix.  14.  And  he  gave  it  in  charge  to  his  ministers,  to  feed 
his  lambs,  as  well  as  his  sheep.     John  xxi.  15,  16,  17. 

To  this  solemn  charge  the  faithful  pastor  will  yield  a  cheerful 
obedience.  He  knows  that  families  are  the  nurseries  of  both 
church  and  state.  Of  both,  children  are  the  hope  and  the  joy. 
From  these  nurseries  the  church  of  Christ  is  to  be  replenished, 
enlarged  and  perpetuated,  or,  for  the  want  of  accessions  from 
the  rising  generation,  the  church  must  languish,  be  diminished, 
and  become  extinct.  On  the  religious  education  of  the  young, 
very  much  depend  the  present  enlargement  and  prosperity,  and 
the  future  existence  of  the  church.  Towards  this  object,  there- 
fore, the  minister  of  Jesus  will  keep  an  ever  watchful  eye.  He 
will  endeavor  to  turn  the  heart  of  parents  to  the  children,  to 
awaken  their  attention  to  the  rich  mercy  of  God,  in  providing 
for  them  the  privilege  of  consecrating  to  him  their  dear  offspring, 
and  to  the  everlasting  importance  of  fidelity  on  their  part,  in 
training  up  their  children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord.  On  the  other  hand,  he  will  be  equally  solicitous  to  turn 
the  heart  of  children  to  their  pious  parents'  instructions,  exam- 
ples and  prayers.  He  would  gladly,  like  the  chief  Shepherd, 
gather  the  lambs  of  his  flock  with  his  arms,  and  carry  them  in 
his  bosom.  They  wall  receive  much  of  his  attention  in  family 
visits,  in  the  sanctuary,  in  the  Sabbath  school,  and  Bible  class. 

6.  John  was  a  discriminating  and  very  plain  preacher.  He 
made  an  essential  difference  between  the  righteous  and  the 
wicked.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  address  the  proud  and  self- 
righteous  Pharisees,  as  well  as  the  infidel  Sadducees,  as  a  gen- 
eration of  vipers,  "  the  genuine  children  of  the  old  serpent."    He 
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was  not  afraid  to  reprove  the  tyrannic  and  bloody  Herod.  In  the 
bold  and  intrepid  spirit  of  Elijah,  and  at  the  hazard  of  his  pre- 
cious life,  he  told  that  corrupt  and  cruel  man  to  his  face,  It  is 
not  lawful  for  thee  to  have  thy  brother"* s  wife,  Mark  vi.  18»  In 
consequence  of  this  plain  dealing,  John  was  imprisoned  and  be- 
headed.* In  imitation  of  this  faithful  servant  of  God,  the  or- 
dinary ministers  of  Christ  should  be  discriminating  in  their 
preaching.  They  should  divide  mankind  just  as  the  Bible  divides 
them,  into  two  classes,  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  ;  meaning 
by  the  righteous,  such  as  have  been  born  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  are 
spiritually  minded,  and  are  maintaining  an  irreproachable  walk  in 
the  ordinances  of  the  gospel,  hereby  showing  tliemselves  to  be 
with  Christ.  Matt.  xii.  30.  Rom.  viii.  1 — 9.  And  meaning,  by 
the  wicked,  the  unregenerate  of  every  description,  such  as  are 
carnally  minded,  and  are  not  keeping  the  ordinances;  or  observ- 
ing them  oniy  in  a  formal  manner,  and  who  of  course  are  not 
with  Christy  hut  against  him, 

And  if  thou  take  forth  the  precious  from  the  riZe,  saith  Jehovahj 
Jer.  XV.  19,  thou  shalt  he  as  my  mouth.  And  surely  no  man  has 
a  right  to  pretend  that  he  is  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  unto  the  peo- 
ple, unless  he  does  clearly  and  faithfully  separate  in  description 
the  precious  from  the  vile.  The  faithful  minister  will  not 
represent  the  door  of  the  church  as  wide  as  the  door  of  the  meet- 
ing house,  and  invite  all  the  congregation,  indiscriminately,  to 
come  and  receive  the  holy  sacraments.  No,  my  hearers,  not  for 
his  life,  would  he  drop  a  word,  adapted  to  lead  the  impenitent  to 
think,  that  they  are  safe  in  time,  or  that  they  can  be  happy  in 
eternity,  without  a  change  of  heart. 

*  See  the  aad  tale,  Mark  vi.  14—29.  Herotlias,  the  vile  partner  in  Herod's  guilt, 
feelittg  herself  implicated  in  the  above  reproof,  instructed  her  daughter,  Salome,  to  ask 
John's  head  of  Herod,  v/ho  had  rashly  promised  her  whatsoever  she  should  ask,  be- 
cause she  pleased  him  and  his  company,  by  dancing  on  his  birth  day.  Dancing,  which 
usually  costs  more  than  it  is  worth,  seldom  occasions  the  death  of  a  good  and  faithful 
servant  of  the  Lord.  These  three  persons,  Herod,  Herodias,  and  Salome,  her  daughter, 
soon  cam«),  as  might  be  expected,  to  an  untimely  end.  Herod  and  Herodias  were  ban- 
ished by  the  Roman  Empeior,  to  Lyons,  in  France,  virhere  they  miserably  perished  in 
exile.  And  Salome,  the  fine  dancer,  dropped  through  the  ice,  excepting  her  head, 
which,  by  the  two  edges  of  the  ice  coming  together  about  her  neck,  was  separated 
from  her  body. 


13 

In  preaching  the  doctrines,  even  the  most  offensive  doctrines 
of  the  gospel,  it  seems -important  to  use  great  plainness  of  speech. 
*'  But  may  we  not  preach  the  doctrines  of  grace,  without  using 
certain  terms,  which  have  become  so  generally  offensive  ?  If  we 
can  preach  the  same  great  and  precious  truths  in  less  offensive 
words,  is  it  not  likely  to  promote  our  usefulness  V  To  this  it 
may  be  replied,  that  if  only  the  words,  and  not  the  ideas  were 
offensive  to  sinners,  we  might  hope  to  gain  something  by  attempt- 
ing to  convey  the  same  ideas  in  other  words.  But  I  would  not 
reflect  upon  the  understanding  of  my  fellow  men,  so  much  as  to 
suggest  that  they  are  displeased  with  certain  words,  but  not  with 
the  doctrines,  or,  ideas  conveyed  by  those  words.  Words  are 
only  signs  of  ideas.  And  who,  in  his  senses,  would  be  offended 
with  mere  words,  if  he  were  pleased  with  the  ideas  ?  Be- 
sides, if  sinners  do  in  fact,  hate  the  truth,  and  we  dress  it  up 
to  please  them,  will  they  not  be  deceived  ?  They  may  imagine 
that  they  do  not  hate  the  truth,  but  only  the  words,  in  which  it  is 
sometimes  injudiciously  conveyed.  One  thing  more.  The 
words,  'election,'  'predestinate,'  'ordained,' '  before  ordained' 
and  '  appointed,'  (Rom.  xi.  7,  viii.  29.  Acts  xiii.  48.  Eph.  ii.  10. 
I.  Thess.  V.  9.)  are  not  the  words  which  man's  wisdom  teacheth, 
but  the  very  words  which  the  Holy  Ghost  teacheth.  I  would 
not,  therefore,  substitute,  in  ordinary  cases,  other  words  to  ex- 
hibit these  great  doctrines  of  salvation,  lest  I  should  seem  to 
affect  to  be  wise  above  what  is  written.  Indeed,  whether  we 
preach  on  doctrine,  or  on  duty,  on  the  condition  of  the  righteous, 
or,  on  that  of  the  wicked,  it  becomes  us  to  be  as  plain  as  the 
English  language  will  admit.  For  we  have  all  sinned ^  and  come 
short  of  the  glory  of  God,  Rom.  iii.  23.  Ye  must  be  born  again. 
John  iii.  7.  It  shall  be  well  with  the  righteous.  Wo  to  the  wicked^ 
it  shall  be  ill  with  him.  Isaiah  iii,  10,  11.  0  wicked  man,  thou 
shah  surely  die,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  8.  He  that  believeth,  and  is  baptiz- 
ed, shall  be' saved  ;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  shall  be  damned.  Mark 
xvi,  16.  The  wicked  shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment ; 
but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal.     Matt.  xxv.  46. 

6.  It  was  a  leading  object  with  John  to  prepare  the  people, 
to  whom  he  ministered,  for  the  coming  of  Christ. 
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He  was  the  herald,  or  forerunner  of  Messiah,  raised  up,  qual- 
ified and  sent  forth  to  proclaim  his  advent,  and  to  make  ready  a 
people  prepared  for  his  coming.  For  this  he  was  willing  to  be 
secluded  from  the  world,  and  to  labor  in  private  and  in  public, 
to  suffer  and  to  die.  So  the  minister  of  the  gospel  should  en- 
deavor to  prepare  his  hearers  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  not  in 
person,  as  he  followed  John  Baptist,  but  by  his  Spirit,  to  reviye 
his  work,  and  to  enlarge  his  church.  It  is  recorded  of  our  bles- 
sed Saviour,  that  when  he  appointed  the  seventy,  he  sent  them 
two  by  two  before  his  face,  into  every  city  and  places  whither  he  him- 
self would  come.  Luke  x.  1,  So  now,  when  he  sends  one  of  his 
ministers  into  any  particular  place,  statedly  to  labor,  we  hope 
he  means  to  come  by  his  Spirit  into  that  place.  And  it  is  his 
servant's  business  to  prepare  the  people  for  such  an  unspeakable 
blessing. 

But  whether  he  come  by  his  Spirit  to  revive  his  work  under 
our  ministry  or  not,  we  know^  that  he  will  come  by  death  to  every 
one  of  our  hearers  ;  and  it  is  our  grand  concern,  to  prepare  them 
for  his  coming.  If  we  are  not  the  happy  instruments  of  preparing 
our  people  for  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man,  we  fail  of  the  great 
object  of  our  ministry.  Here  is  a  subject,  which  takes  fast  hold 
of  a  faithful  pastor's  heart,  shapes  all  his  labors,  and  breathes 
into  them  all  a  spirit  of  tenderness  and  solemnity,  of  boldness 
and  zeal.  It  is  a  serious  thing,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
speak  to  an  assembly  of  dying,  yet  immortal  creatures,  on  the 
concerns  of  their  souls.  But  let  the  pastoral  relation  be  estab- 
lished between  the  speaker  and  the  hearers,  and  their  situation 
becomes  much  more  deeply  interesting.  How  can  he  think  of 
failing  to  awaken  their  attention  to  the  things,  v/hich  belong  ta 
their  everlasting  peace  7  How  can  he  endure  the  thought,  that 
his  ministry  should  prove  a  savour  of  death  unto  death,  to  any  of 
the  precious  souls  for  whom  he  watches  ?  And  so  uncertain  is 
life,  that  well  may  he  compose  and  deliver  every  sermon,  offer 
up  every  prayer,  and  make  every  visit  under  the  impression, 
that  these  may  be  the  last  services  that  he  shall  live  to  perform, 
or  some  one,  or  more  of  his  people  shall  live  to  enjoy.  It  is  a 
solemn  fact,  that  the  christian  pastor  often  sees  mdividuals  in  his 
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congregation  one  sabbath,  who  are  on  the  bed  of  death,  or  in  the 
eternal  world,  before  the  next.  If,  therefore,  he  do  not  labour, 
habitually,  and  in  every  service,  to  prepare  his  people  to  die,  he 
may  lose  all  opportunity  to  do  any  thing  for  so  desirable  and  mo- 
mentous an  object.  Now,  when  the  christian  pastor  considers 
his  own  inexpressibly  solemn  situation,  as  watchman  and  guiue  of 
souls  immortal,  and  sees  his  dear  people  suspended  over  the  pit 
of  wo,  by  the  brittle  thread  of  life,  not  knowing  at  what  hour  the 
son  of  man  will  come,  and  looks  forward  and  contemplates  himself 
and  his  people,  standing  before  the  enlightened  tribunal  of  heav- 
en, surely,  it  behoves  him  to  be  dead  to  all  worldly  influeace,  to 
recommend  the  Saviour  to  his  dying  people,  by  every  possible 
means  ;  with  the  greatest  earnestness,  to  call  them  to  immediate 
repentance  ;  to  inculcate  family  religion  ;  and  with  the  greatest 
plainness,  to  employ  the  whole  influence  of  his  ministry,  to  bring 
his  people  to  a  preparation  for  a  happy  death,  and  a  blessed  and 
glorious  eternity. 

1.  All  people  favoured  with  the  christian  ministry,  ought  to 
pay  a  constant  and  grateful  attention  to  its  light.  All  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  earth  might,  before  now,  have  been  in  the  full  pos- 
session of  this  privilege,  were  it  not,  that  the  heart  of  fallen  man 
hates  the  light  of  divine  truth.  From  this  source,  arise  the  wide 
spread  desolations  of  our  world,  of  our  own  country,  of  our  favor- 
ed New-Englando  From  this  source,  have  grown  up  all  the 
spiritual  desolations  around  us.  But,  where  the  christian  ministry 
is  supported,  are  there  not  many,  who  pay  little  or  no  regard  to 
the  sacred  light,  which  is  continually  burning  and  shining  among 
them  ?  This  is  the  condemnation^  that  light  is  come  into  the  world, 
and  men  loved  darkness  rather  than  light,  because  their  deeds  were 
evil,     John  iii.  19. 

And  deeply  to  be  regretted,  it  certainly  is,  that  many  who 
profess  to  love  the  truth,  appear  in  their  attention  to  it,  to  be 
much  under  the  influence  of  worldly  motives.  When  our  Lord 
had  given  this  honorable  testimonial  of  John,  Heioasa  burning  and 
a  shining  light,  he  added,  and  ye  were  willing  for  a  season  to  rejoice 
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in  his  light.  They  were  willing,  only  for  a  season,  to  rejoice  in 
his  light  ;  a  very  mild  but  just  reproof  for  that  Vhin  curiosity  and 
love  of  novelty,  which  led  vast  multitudes  to  flock  together  from 
all  parts  of  the  land  and  with  so  much  zeal  to  wait  upon  John's 
ministrj.  But  the  scene  soon  lost  its  novel  appearance,  their 
zeal  subsided,  and  these  curious  hearers  rejected  John's  testimo- 
ny of  Christ,  and  forsook  his  ministry.  Even  Herod  had  observed 
and  heard  John  gladly^  and  done  many  things.  Mark  vi,  20.  But 
this  being  willing  only  for  a  season  to  rejoice  in  the  light  of  a 
christian  minister,  seems  not  to  have  been  confined  to  John's 
hearers.  The  opinion  has  been  suggested  in  our  times,  that  peo- 
ple should  have  a  new  minister  once  in  ten  years.  Without  stop- 
ping here  to  examine  this  opinion,  or,  to  inquire  whether  it  do  not 
make  a  minister's  success  depend  more  on  the  love  of  novelty  in 
his  hearers,  or  on  the  wisdom  and  ability  with  which  he  con  ucts 
his  ministry,  than  on  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  although  I 
believe  it  will  not  be  pretended  that  the  greatest  preachers  have, 
invariably,  the  most  success,  I  remark  that  multitudes  seem  ve- 
ry fond  of  new  errors,  that  many  professed  friends  of  the  truth, 
seem  never  to  be  fed  and  satisfied,  unless  it  be  presented  to  them 
in  a  new  and  fascinating  dress,  and  that  even  some  are  found  in- 
clined to  forsake  an  old,  and  tried  and  faithful  minister  of  Christ 
who  has  spent  his  best  days,  yea,  the  most  of  his  life  in  their  ser- 
vice. 

But,  shall  a  worldly  spirit,  or  any  corrupt  motives  be  allowed 
to  have  influence  in  such  momentous  concerns  ?  Has  the  vSun  of 
righteousness  risen  upon  you,  and  will  you  not  take  heed  to  his 
light  ?  Is  the  Christian  pastor  a  burning  and  shining  light  in  the 
sanctuary  and  private  lecture,  the  conference  room  and  school 
house,  the  prayer  meeting  and  social  circle  ?  then  his  people 
should  gather  about  him,  and  cheerfully  receive  his  instructions, 
that  they  may  catch  his  glowing  spirit,  and  shine  with  his  light. 
The  light  of  divine  truth,  shining  out  from  the  Christian  Ministry, 
ought  to  command  increasing  and  most  greatful  attention,  altho' 
it  be  recommended  neither  by  the  charms  of  novelty,  the  flow- 
ers of  rhetorick,  or  any  thing  but  its  own  inherent  excellence  and 
everlasting  eff'ects. 
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'    2.     It  is  most  unwise  for  people  to  wish  to  have  their  ministers 
conceal  the  truth  from  them. 

There  were  some  of  ancient  date,  who  said  to  the  seers,  see. 
not,  and  to  the  prophets,  prophesy  not  unto  ns  right  things,  speak  unto 
us  smooth  things,  prophesy  deceits  ;  get  you  cut  of  the  icay,  turn  aside 
out  of  the  path,  cause  the  Holy  One  cf  Israel  to  cease  from  before  us, 
Isaiah  xxx.  10, U.  Ahab,  king  of  Israel,  said  of  Micaiah,  a  faithful 
minister  of  God,  but  I  hate  him,  for  he  doth  not  prophesy  good  coU" 
€erningme,butevil.     I.  Kings  xxii.  8. 

And  those  of  every  age  and  country,  whahate  the  light,  will 
wish  to  have  it  concealed,  unless  conviction,  by  the  spirit  of  God 
prevent.  But  is  it  not  unwise,  to  wish  to  live  and  die  in  the 
darkness  of  ignorance,  and  sin  ?  Would  you  have  divine  truth, 
burst  upon  you  in  eternity,  for  the  first  time  ?  Is  it  not  unwise, 
in  the  extreme,  to  wish  to  have  those,  who  are  your  chosen  and 
constituted  guides,  turn  traitors  to  their  Lord,  and  destroyers  to 
your  souls  ?  Would  you  have  the  light  of  truth  put  out,  and  be 
left  to  wander  in  the  mazes  of  errour  and  delusion,  down  to  the 
blackness  of  darkness,  forever  9  Jude  13.  Would  you  have  the 
Sun  of  righteousness,  cease  to  pour  down  upon  this  dark  and  pol- 
luted world,  his  healing  and  life-giving  beams  ?  From  him  is 
borrowed  all  the  true  light,  which  his  ministers  diffuse  around 
them.  Would  you  haVe  him  cease  to  make  them  burn  and  shine 
before  their  people  ?  But,  if  you  are  displeased  with  the  pure 
light  of  truth,  flowing  down  from  Christ,  through  the  medium  of 
bis  ministers,  you  seem  to  be  willing  to  have  the  Sun  of  righteous- 
ness put  out,  and  the  world  left  in  the  darkness  of  eternal  night. 
3.  I  would  now,  more  particularly,  apply  the  subject.  My 
brethren  in  the  christian  ministry,  how  kind  and  merciful,  is  the 
over-watchful  care  of  the  great  and  good  Shepherd.  How  much 
reason  have  we  to  rejoice  here,  to  day,  with  this  church  and  peo- 
ple If,  like  the  holy  Apostle,  we  have,  daily,  upon  our  hearts, 
the  care  of  all  the  churches,  II.  Cor.  xi.  28,  we  must  feel  very 
grateful,  that  we  have  opportunity  to  install  our  beloved  brother 
over  this  flock  of  God,  and  to  consecrate  hira  to  their  special  ser- 
vice for  Jesus'  sake.  While  our  bosoms  swell  with  the  tender, 
L    grateful   and  solemn  emotions,  which  the  occasion  is  adapted  t© 
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inspire,  let  us  resolve  to  return  to  our  people,  more  deeply  imbu- 
ed with  the  spirit  of  John  Baptist,  to  be  more  holy,  more  humble, 
more  zealous,  and  more  faithful,  thanwe  have  been;  and  0,may 
the  Lord  in  mercy,  make  us  more  useful. 

Let  us  see,  that  none  of  the  souls  committed  to  our  charge, 
mistake,  through  our  neglect,  the  terms  of  life,  and  meet,  here- 
after, with  an  eternal  disappointment.  0,  let  us  deal  plainly 
with  our  people,  keeping  a  steady  eye  on  the  awful  solemnities 
of  that  day,  when  we  must  give  an  account  of  our  ministry.  Let 
our  love  burn  with  a  purer  flame,  and  our  light  shine  with  bright- 
er and  brighter  beams,  till  we  are  called  to  rest  from  our  labors, 
in  the  joy  of  our  Lord. 

The  candidate  for  installation,  after  the  experience  he 
has  had  in  the  ministry,  needs  not  be  told  of  its  labours  and 
trials,  its  hopes  and  fears,  its  joys  and  sorrows.  To  these 
things,  my  dear  brother,  you  are  not  a  stranger.  You  bring  with 
you,  to  this  beloved  church  and  people,  the  heart  of  a  pastor. — 
While  you  renew  your  vows  to  the  great  head  of  the  church,  and 
take  upon  you  this  new  charge,  you  will  embrace  this  flock  of 
God^  which  he  hath  purchased  with  his  own  blood,  Acts  xx.  28, 
with  those  tender  sympathies  and  pastoral  feelings,  which  nothing 
but  experience  in  the  sacred  office  can  be  the  means  of  produ- 
cing. We  have  remarked  with  much  satisfaction  the  leadings  of 
Providence,  by  which  you  have  been  conducted  to  this  place. — 
We  rejoice  to  commit  to  your  pastoral  care  a  church  and  people, 
so  honourably  distinguished  for  regular  habits  and  good  order,  for 
their  attachment  to  the  institutions  of  religion,  and  for  their  de- 
termination to  support  these  institutions,  for  the  good  of  them  and 
of  their  children  forever.  They  will  have  increasing  reason,  un- 
der your  ministry,  we  trust,  highly  to  prize  the  glorious  gospel  of 
Christ. 

My  brother,  let  your  light  shine.  Keep  nothing  back,  which 
may  be  profitable  unto  your  people.  And  wfe  know  you  are  not 
one  of  those,  who  so  widely  differ  from  St.  Paul,  as  to  think  cer- 
tain essential  doctrines  unprofitable.  Tell  your  people  the  whole 
truth.  Let  them  see  it  in  the  light  of  your  labours,  as  you  really 
think  they  will  see  it,  in  the  great  and  final  day.  And  may  your 
ministry  be  long^  and  happy,  and  abundantly  successful.    May  it 
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please  our  blessed  Saviour  to  impart  to  you,  high  degrees  of  his 
light  and  love,  that  you  may  be  the  favoured  instrument  of  both 
enlightening,  warming  and  rendering  fruitful  the  souls  of  your  peo- 
ple. 0,  may  he,  who  ualks  amidst  Jiis  golden  candlesticks^  and  holds 
the  stars  in  his  right  hand,  keep  yon  from  fallings  and  hereafter  pre- 
sent both  you  and  your  dear  people^  faultless^  before  the  presence  of  hii 
glory  ^  icith  exceeding  joy.     Rev.  i    12,  20,     Jude  24. 

Beloved  brethren  and  sisters  of  this  church,  behold  the  man  of 
your  choice.     We  give   thanks  unto  God,  that  the  breach  so  re- 
cently made  here,  by  the  removal  of  your  late  beloved  pastor,  is 
this  day  repaired.     We  have  confidence  in  the  pastor  elect,  that 
he  will  be  a  burning  and  a  shining  lights  in  this  golden  candlestick. 
We  exhort  you  to  receive  him  in  the  Lord,  with  all  gladness  ;  and 
to  esteem  him  very  highly  in  love,  for  his  work^s  sake.     Phil.  ii. 
29,     I.    Thes.  v.  13.     It  will  be  his  heart's  desire  and  prayer 
to  God,  that  he  may  have  the  exalted  privilege  to  preside  in  a 
well  disciplined,  well   united  and  efficient  church.     Give  him 
this  privilege.      We  beseech  you  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Chrid,  that  ye  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there  be  no  di- 
vision among  you  ;  but  that  ye  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same 
mind,  and  in  the  same  judgment.     I.  Cor.  i.  10.     ^jany  churches, 
once  happy  and  flourishing,  are  utterly  desolated,  as  to  communion 
and  fellowship,  spiritual   improvement  and  comfort,    by   disunion 
among  their  members.     Let  it  not  be  so,  dear  brethren,    among 
you.     Remember,  that  very   much   depends  on  the  church. — 
Your  pastor  can  do  little,  or  nothing,   for  the   promotion  of  reli- 
gion, without  the  co-operation  of  his  church.     It  is  the   church, 
including  the  pastor  and  private  members,  that  is   the  salt  of  the 
earth,  the  liqht  of  the  world.     Matt.  v.  13,  14.     The  example    Oo 
the  church,  must  enforce  the  preaching  of  their  pastor,   or   hi 
preaching  is,  in  a  measure,  lost.     We  exhort  you  to  strengthen 
the  hands,  to  encourage  the  heart  and  to  animate  the  labours   of 
your  pastor.     It  will  strengthen  his  hands,  for  you  to  be  united  a- 
mong  yourselves,  and  to  co-operate  with  him  ;  to  regard,  most  sa- 
credly, his  reputation,  and  to  extend  his  influence  among  the  peo- 
ple.    It  will  encourage  his  heart,  to  see  you  alive  in  religion  and 
much  engaged,  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Redeemer's  king- 
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dom.  It  will  animate  his  labours,  to  see  you  attentive  to  his- 
ministrations,  and  ready,  actually,  to  assist  him.  Let  him  have 
the  satisfaction  to  find  you  more  attentive  to  his  instructions,  than 
to  his  person,  more  solicitous  to  have  his  visits  well  improved  by 
you  and  your  families,  than  often  repeated  by  him.  Fray^  hrelh- 
ren,  always  with  all  prayer,  and  supplication  in  the  spirit^  watching 
thereunto  with  all  perseverance^  for  your  pastor^  that  utterance  may  be 
given  unto  him,  that  he  may  open  his  mouth  boldly,  and  speak  as  he 
ouiht  to  speak,  on  the  great  mysteries  of  redeeming  mercy,  Eph  vi, 
18,  19,  20.  Peace  be  to  the  brethren,  and  love  with fanh,  from  God 
the  Father,  and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Eph.  vi,  23. 

Respected  friends  of  this  Society,  permit  us  to  congratulate 
you  on  this  auspicious  and  eventful  day.  We  feel  encouraged 
freely  to  speak  to  you,  because  of  the  liberal  and  friendly  sup- 
port you  are  disposed  to  give  the  gospel  of  our  blessed  Saviour. 
And  from  the  fact,  that  God  has  been  pleased,  from  time  to  time, 
to  crown  with  success  your  laudable  efforts  to  preserve  among 
you  the  stated  ministration  of  the  word  and  Sacraments,  we  can- 
not but  hope,  that  he  has  mercy  in  store  for  you  and  your  dear 
children.  Remember,  my  friends,  the  blessing  we  establish 
here  to  day,  by  solemn  consecration,  cost  the  precious  blood  of 
the  Son  of  God.  The  expense  on  your  part,  we  hope  you  will 
Rot  think  too  great.  And  as  you  have  provided  a  light  to  burn 
and  shine  in  this  golden  candlestick,  we  hope  you  will, not  suffer  it 
to  burn  and  shine  in  vain.  A  good  hushand  will  not  let  a  com- 
mon candle  burn  to  waste  and  shine  in  vain.  And  shall  the  light 
of  heavenly  truth  be  kindled  up  and  sb'ne  from  this  sacred  Desk, 
on  empty  pews,  on  jaundiced  eyes,  or  merely  on  the  understand- 
ing, but  not  be  permitted  to  reach  the  heart  ?  No,  no,  my  friends, 
receive  with  meekness  the  ingrafted  word,  which  is  able  to  save  yoi&r 
souls,     James,  i.  24. 

Listen  to  your  beloved  pastor's  instructions,  walk  in  the  light 
which  shines  from  his  labors,  and  observe  his  example,  not  to  dis- 
cover and  publish  its  defects,  but  to  behold  its  consistency  and 
its  beauty,  to  be  illuminated  by  its  light  and  warmed  by  its  heat. 
Do  not  imagme,  that  when  you  have  discharged  your  civil  obliga- 
tions in  respect  of  supporting  the  gospel,  and  when  you  regular- 
ly attend  public  worship  every  Lord's  day,  you  have  done  all  your 


duty.  No,  you  will  not  have  done  all  your  duty,  till  you  love  God 
with  all  your  heart  and  serve  him  with  all  your  powers.  Do  not 
suppose,  that  because  the  Holy  Sacran^ients  belong  to  the  church, 
therefore  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  those  sacred  symbols. — 
True,  the  Sacraments  belong  to  the  church  ;  and  who  is  there 
that  ought  not  to  belong  to  the  church  and  to  keep  the  Sacra- 
ments ?  Who,  that  ought  not  to  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and 
to  unite  in  the  celebration  of  his  sufferings  and  death  ?  My  friends, 
the  Saviour  died  for  you,  as  well  as  for  members  of  the  church. 
The  invitatiotts  of  the  Gospel,  are  to  you  as  well  as  to  them. — 
Your  pastor  would  gladly  impart  to  you  the  sacred  symbols  of 
our  Lord's  broken  body  and  shed  blood. 

0  give  him  the  unspeakable  satisfaction  of  admitting  you  to 
the  church  here,  and  of  meeting  you  hereafter  as  the  seals  of  his 
Ministry  and  the  crown  of  his  eternal  joy. 

Among  the  spectators  of  this  interesting  scene,  there  are  prob- 
ably two  classes,  the  righteous  and  the  wicked  ;  those,  who,  in 
the  final  day,  will  be  placed  on  the  right  hand  of  the  glorious 
Judge,  and  welcomed  into  his  eternal  kingdom  ;  and  those,  who 
will  be  set  on  his  left  hand,  and  thence  go  away  into  everlasting 
punishment.  How  interesting,  and  how  solemn,  is  the  situation 
of  this  great  assembly  !  Ye,  who  have  experienced  the  purifying 
light  of  divine  truth,  so  let  your  light  shine  before  men^  that  they 
may  see  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven. 
Matt.  V,  16.  Improve  the  present  occasion  to  increase  your 
love,  to  strengthen  your  faith,  and  to  inflame  your  zeal.  Never 
rest  satisfied  till  you  can  say,  with  unwavering  tongue.  But  ice  all, 
with  open  face  beholding  as  in  a  glass,  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  IL  Cor. 
iii.  18.  Ye,  who  have  no  common  sympathies  with  the  ministers 
and  people  of  God,  how  can  you  rest  easy  out  of  the  ark  of  safe- 
ty ?  especially,  as  the  light  of  heaven  shines  down  so  clearly 
upon  your  path,  pointing  to  the  world  of  wo,  to  which  you  are 
hastening  with  the  rapidity  of  time.  Why  will  you  grope  in  dark- 
ness, with  the  book  of  God  in  your  hands  ?  Why  will  you  live 
without  good  hope,  with  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  sounding  in 
your  ears  ?  0  may  be  it  found,  when  we  all  come  to  stand  be- 
fore the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  that  many  of  you  shall  have 
received  saving  benefit  from  the  transactions  of  this  occasion. 

AMEN. 


KOTE. 

The  town  of  Brentwood  was  incorporated,  A.  D.  1742.  Id  five  or 
six  years  from  this  time,  a  Cong-regationai  Church  was  gathered ;  and 
on  the  12th  of  December,  1748,  Rev.  Nathaniel  Trask  was  ordained 
the  first  minister  of  said  church  and  congregation.  Having  officiated 
as  pastor  of  this  people  nearly  forty  years,  Mr.  Trask  ceased  from  his 
labors  and  died,  December  12,  1789,  aged  68.  From  this  time  the 
church  remained  without  a  pastor  a  little  more  than  eleven  years. — 
Rev.  Ebenezer  Flint  was  ordained,  May  27,  1801.  After  laboring 
with  them  in  the  ministry  a  little  more  than  ten  years,  Mr.  Flint  was 
suddenly  removed  by  death,  October  12,  1811,  aged  42.  From  this 
time,  the  church  and  society  were  destitute  of  a  minister  about  three 
years.  On  the  25th  of  January,  A.  D.  1815,  Rev.  Chester  Colton 
was  ordained  their  third  pastor.  Having  labored  among  his  people 
in  word  and  doctrine,  a  little  more  than  ten  years,  Mr.  Colton,  at  his 
own  request,  on  account  of  inability  to  study  arising  from  a  diseased 
state  of  the  eyes,  was  dismissed  from  his  pastoral  charge  by  a  mutual 
council,  on  the  16th  of  March,  1825. 
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